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different in manifestation and in outcome than if contacted during inter-
course. Since in either case the portal of entry is mucosal or cutaneous, this
view holds that passage through the tissue of the genitalia will exert on
T. pallidum a profound effect which passage through the tissue of the cheek
or mouth will not do. Now this is an extremely important microbiological
concept for which one would like to see some evidence presented. Further-
more, in the absence of treatment, precisely how this childhood syphilis is
supposed not to be transmitted venereally when the child becomes an adult
is never made clear.
To this reviewer the concept, despite its "unity," complicates rather than
clarifies the subject, and in addition is confused and unjustified. It is un-
fortunate that the matter was even raised, for it forms no essential part of
this pamphlet.
DAVID WEINMAN
VIRAL AND RICKETTSIAL DISEASES OF THE SKIN, EYE AND MUCOUS
MEMBRANES OF MAN. By Harvey Blank and Geoffrey Rake. Boston,
Little, Brown, and Co., 1955. 285 pp. $8.50.
We might consider this treatise to be directed to medical student,
clinician, and virologist alike as a necessary complement to existing texts
that deal with clinical manifestations of viral and rickettsial diseases of man
and of animals.
Much can be said to the credit of this book. For one thing, the illustra-
tions are superb. There are 62 figures (mostly halftones) and 7 excellent
color plates showing many of the clinical conditions described in the text.
The fact that many of the pictures have never been published before makes
the book a valuable possession. To mention only a few, there are severe
hemorrhagic herpes zoster of the thigh, tissue culture infected with chicken
pox virus, moist warts of the genitalia, titration of orf virus (contagious
ecthyma of sheep) in the skin of a lamb, and herpes simplex lesions on the
palm and on the thigh of adults.
The chapter on warts is especially good, for it is the first time that such
a complete account has appeared in a virology text. Other diseases dis-
cussed are herpes simplex, the pox group (with a thorough treatment of
cowpox), the exanthemata, common cold, herpangina, molluscum contagi-
osum, epidemic keratoconjunctivitis, and rickettsioses-those contracted by
man from animals, and those caused by the Chlamydozoaceae. Some
diseases that might have been considered have been omitted. To quote from
the preface, "Such exclusions are based on two grounds. In the first cate-
gory, although the all-inclusive term 'eye' is used in the title, the authors
have not thought fit to discuss such diseases as rabies, encephalitis, polio-
myelitis, or lymphocytic choriomeningitis which influence the eye for the
most part outside the bulb, namely, in the optic nerve, optic pathways, or
extra-ocular muscles. The second category includes such diseases as influ-
enza, yellow fever or sandfly fever, in which only conjunctivitis, and that
as a somewhat rare complication, would suggest inclusion." The omissions
do not, however, detract seriously from the value of the book.
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It is unfortunate that the prose is so uneven. Some sentences are clumsily
constructed, causing attention to turn from the subject under discussion to
matters of English usage and style. Occasionally there is a slightly over-
generous use of commas making the mind and eye stumble and halt at
times. Perhaps the revision entailed in a second edition will include some
comma culling.
Although most statements are backed by ample bibliography, occasional
facts are not, and this prevents the work from being used as a complete
reference text. Thus in some instances one will find it necessary to dig his
own way through the literature. However, there is no implication in this
criticism that the authenticity of the data is in doubt, for both Dr. Blank
and Dr. Rake know their subject well.
LISBETH M. KRAFT
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Sweden has a long history of keeping careful population statistics includ-
ing the compulsory parish registry of cases of mental disease and mental
deficiency. This text covers 45 years of registration (1900-1944) of a
Swedish rural area with about 25,000 inhabitants and includes 1,312 regis-
tered cases of psychosis, severe psychopathy, severe mental deficiency, and
suicide. Data come not only from the parish registries but from institutions
dealing with these patients and include not only individuals residing in the
area, but those born in the area who have moved away, as well as relatives,
ancestors and related members of consanguineous marriages comprising
nearly 20,000 registered individuals. The incidence figures resemble those
obtained in most comparable investigations except for a higher age at onset
for catatonic (35 years) and paranoid (46 years) schizophrenia, and
manic-depressive psychosis (40.4 years for women and 42.4 years for men).
Unfortunately, there is no way of checking the diagnostic labeling or the
number of years that the condition might have been present before coming
to medical or statistical attention. One finding that bears further investiga-
tion is the additional diagnosis of mental deficiency in 10 per cent of the
schizophrenic patients.
This volume will probably be of greater interest to demographers than
to psychiatrists, since it emphasizes problems of a purely methodological
nature that are always connected with population-studies and family in-
vestigations. Nonetheless, the field of psychiatry still suffers from an inade-
quate statistical baseline and this is a conscientious attempt in this direction.
Its interest is limited by a failure to discuss results from any viewpoint
except the genetic and by a failure to delineate psychiatric criteria as ade-
quately as statistical criteria.
EUGENE B. BRODY
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